' Aproach to Cortona

MichelangeloWriting Program2012

Session 1June b ¢ June30
Villa Michelangelo (near Cortona, Italy)

Writing Retreat with Robin Russin
Author of 101 Things | Learned in Film School and Naked Playwriting.
Director d the MFA for Creative Writingt UC Riverside.

Session 2: JulydJuly 14
Orvieto, Italy

Screenwriting BooCamp with Ron Hutchinson
Emmy Whner and fivetime Emmy Nominee.
Awardwinning playwright.



SESSION 1

What

Join screenwriter/professor Robin Russin for two weeks of creativity and tine igorgeous
Tuscan countrysideVhile designed primarily for screenwriters, writers working in other genres
are more than welcome. Robin has nearly two decades of experiezlpang writers realize

their potential, whether writing for the screen, the stage, fiction or creative-fiotion.

This your chance to start, develop or rewrite that screenplay, teleplay, $ikye or prose

piece in a relaxed and supportive setti@ecome part of a community of writers at the villa for
creative conversation, readings, and constructive feedback on your work. Robin will lead
intensive group and private sessions designed to address your specific hoalhere will also
be time off toexplore, eat, drink, socialize, and take advantage of the inspiration that is Italy.
The retreat runs fotwo weeks and accommodat@o more than 9 students.




SESSION 1

Where

Villa Michelangelo is a restored farmhouse situated on a dominating ridgmuheastern

Tuscany. The villais over 500 years old, with seven bedrooms, three kitchens and three and a
half baths. The property boasts a pool, a pond, and amazing views. There are numerous quiet
areas wheregyoucan work undisturbed. Try the roofp terrace, from which you can see 20

miles of Tuscan countryside, or maybe you'd prefer poolside where yowadnon your tan

while revising your scenes between laps.

The closest major town is Cortona, the settindJafler the Tuscan Sun. (Frances Mayes still
lives therggwe know because w@ @S 0 dzYLISR Ay G2 KSNXIO +AftF aAcC
Lake Trasimeno, and famous destinations like Siena, Perugia, and Assisi.

Who

ROBIN RUSSI8IDirector of the MFA for Creative Writimnd Writing for the Performing Arts at UC
RiversideHe received his MFA in screenwriting from UCLA, where he also taught from 1994 until 2002.

w20 Ay Qa ONBIRAIGGrourdd yAlibdcadzRrs, Shark in a Bottle, The Prosecutors for the
Discovery Channéljtal Signs for ABC, andmerica's Most Wanted and Alcatraz: The Escape for Fox. In
addition, Robin has written and directed for the stage, contributed articles and reviews to various
national publications, and coauthored a bomk screenwriting entitledcreenplay: Writing the Picture
and a book on playwriting entitleldaked Playwriting.



SESSION

How
Tuition is$3,600 ($3,300 for returning students). This covers:

1 Thecoursefee. (A 3Ghour workshop at leading Los Angeles film school walst
around$1200, but not offer the same level of interaction and guidahce.

Housing for two weeks at Villa Michelangelo, which rents for over $5,000/week.
20 country mealslunches and dinnersatered to the villaon class days.

Basic supplies, such as simple breakfiastl, coffee, and bottled water

Pickup and drop off at the train station in Cortona (if required).
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Most students will share roomsThere is one private room with a sofa bed that may be
reservedfor a total tuition of $3,800.

To apply, please submit a resume;dfge writing sampleand 12 page description of the
writing project you wish to work oto write.michelangelo@yahoo.com We will requesta
non-refundable $200 deposit when we confirm admissiérb0% deposit (minus $203) due
by February 10, 2012, and tihalanceby April 30.

Professors will accept students based on their experience and the writing projects they
describe. While beginnme are welcome to apply, the program is designediare experienced
writers or writing students.

Visit www.michelangeloscreenwriting.confior important further details.

nearby Lake Trasimeno at dusk


mailto:write.michelangelo@yahoo.com
http://www.michelangeloscreenwriting.com/

SESSIOR

What

Put a story, metaphor, moral issue, gresite en scene and interesting characters together and
you have an idea for a movie. To get it to script, it helps to haveblrdme advice from an
experienced, Emmwinning screenwritg the encouragement and support of fellow writers
struggling with the same technical problems that you harel a deadline by which to
accomplish the immediate gaabe it completed script, detailed outline or sample scenes and
runs of dialog with notesof later character development.

In this intensive course, your individual goal is what we work towards with a commitment that
the pages you produce will bear the hallmarks of a professional sulmmiggien the time
comestosell a ( KS NI Qaddin2o thieJgild of dnprédyced screenplays in the world,
you will be guided towards making your work a pageer. The intensity of the work sessions
and the granular detail of the analysis of your writing will be balanced by seminars on
professional dvelopment, pitching, the financial reality of a screenwriting career, a doserof fil
theory mediated by thirtyfive years in actually making movies and TV and, culled from those
years, some war stories from a writer who has been on location with, amdreggtMarlon
Brando and Elizabeth Taylor and developed projects for M@lge and Catherine Zeta Jones.

The retreat runs fotwo weeks and accommodat@o more than8 students.

Orvieto



SESSIOR

Where

In Session 2, students will live and wéok two weeks in the small hill town of Orvieto. Walled
Orvieto sits on a spectacular butte of volcanic rock whose sheer cliffs fall nearly 1,000 feet to
the valley floor. In addition to its location, Orvieto is famous for its gorgeous gothic Duomo,
SaintPatrick's Well, the Etruscan underground city, and the wines. In the long summer
evenings, the daytrippers disperse, and you'll have enchanting medieval streets almost to
yourself.

We'll be staying in the Istituto San Lodovico, a convent with a beagtifulen on the town's
southwestern wall. The Istituto hosteveral creative seminars and workshops every year.

Who

RON HUTCHINSOQids an Emmy and five Emmy nominations; has had over thirty scripts
produced by HBO, ABC, NBC, Fox Features, Lifetime and Sony, among others; has worked as a
contract writer for HBO, Sony Features damWorksand is currently working on projects

for USstudios and international eproductions in Ireland, Germany and Turkey.

Ron is also an awandinning playwright, whose comedyoonlight and Magnolias has had

2O0SNJ AAEGE LINPRAZOGA2ya 62NX R6ARSO LTeyShootmu KA &
Horses Don't They opens in London. Ron is an ex Writer in Residence at the Royal Shakespeare
Theatre, and he has taught a residential screenwriting course for Sony and at the American Film
Institute in Los Angeles.



SESSIOR

How
Tuition is$3,000 ($2,800 for returning students). This covers:

1 Thecoursefee. A similar 3@our workshop at leading Los Angeles film school will
cost around$1200, but not offer the same level of interaction and guidance.

1 Housing forl3 nights at Istituto Son Lodovico, @nwent that hosts travelers and
creative workshops.

1 13 continental breakfasts.

1 Pickup and drop off at th®rvietotrain station (if required).

Subiject to availability, students may share rooms and pay a tuiti&2 600($2,400 for
returning students). W will assist with matchmaking.

To apply, please submit a resume;dfge writing sampleand 12 page description of the
writing project you wish to work oto write.michelangelo@yahoo.com We will request a
non-refundable $200 deposit when we confirm admissiérb0% deposit (minus $203) due
by February 10, 2012, and tihalanceby April 30.

Professors will accept students based on their experience and the writing projects they
describe While beginners are welcome to apply, the program is designeahdoe experienced
writers or writing students.

Visit www.michelangeloscreenwriting.confior important further details.
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